EY =4 /610 
A LETTER to 4 Perſon of Honour, concernung the Kings 


diſavoyring the having been Married tothe D. of Ms. Adother, 


My Lord, —_ 
k S you cannot but have ſeen his Mejefties Declaration i 


wherein he Renowrcerh the having been Marriedtothe 

D.ot 4's. Mother; fo I believe you will aot be dif- 
pleaſed to have 1n account of the fence of the Thinking-men 
avout the Town concerning it. And this without either diſguif- 
mg, or concealing what igpublickly diſcourſed, I thall, as be- 
comes your Lordhips ſervant, addreſs my felt to give you, 

And inthe firſt place; They ſay it is no ſurprize to them, that 
{ceing the D. ot 7. hath gotten the Aſcendant of che King, he 
ſhould hector hin1 into, or at leaſt extort from him the foreſaid 
Declaratiov. For, c21iavy imagine, that he who for ſome time 
renounced hisown Wife, and had provided Perſons to ſwear a 
familiarity with her which made her ubworthy of being Dutch- 
eſs of 7:rk;. (ſhould fcruple to importunethe King to do as much 
by Hrs. Walters, tho it were never ſodemonſtrable that he was 
married unto her. - The courſe he practiſed himſelf, he may 
without any breach of Charity be thought ready to preſcribe to 
others. And it may be, he thinks it will be ſome extenuation of 
what he did himſelt, if people can be brought to beheve that 
it is a Diſcaſe-natural tothe Family, and which runs in a Blood, 
Now we all know,not only with what Afſeverations the D. dif- 


 Claiined his —_ with Ars. Hide, but with what reficxions . 


uponher Chaſtity he did it. And yet the Provis of the {1d Mar- 
triage were ſo evident, that he was neceſfirace at laft to ackiiow- 
ledge it; and to own her fof his Wife, after he had by himſcls, 
and many others, Prochimed her for no better thao a Com- 
mon Whore, And I'm ſure it left this Imprefion upon moth 
Perſons, That his Faith to Men was not very far to be relied on, 
fecing he made fo flight of that. Faith which he bad plighted iy 
an Ordinance of God to a harmleſs Lady. 

Secondly, Moſt mer do obſerve this difference between the 
- 


Kings 


— — 
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oye Reno! "Mrs. Waters, and the Dates Diſclaiming Ars. 
- "Fhat the Duke did, was an At of Inclination and 
Choice, whereas it is apparent, that what the King hath done, is the 
reſult of Dread and Fear. For,to uſe his Majefties own exprefiion 
not lopg ago, He'vves haraſſed cut of his Life, by the importunity of 
bis Brother, & as He added, He could rather chufe toDie then Live ſo 
woeaſily a5 he did, while he withſtood their daily Sollicitations in 
this matter. And as nothing made the Duke honeſt to Mrs. Hide, 
but the interpofition of his Aaje/tics Authority, from a ſenſe of 
the Juſtneſs of the Ladies Complaint ;. fo they believe the King 
is only Iojurious thronghthe Influence of others, and that whea 
reſcued out of ll Hand, and left to himſelf, he will return to be 
Joſt. For thongh his c374jefy be a Prince of that clearneſs of 
Underſtanding, that they cannot baffle him by falſe Reaſoningy, 
yet he hath ſo much of Jewes's timidneſs, that they can huffe and 
over-awe himto things moſt oppoſite to his Judgment, as well 
as croſs to his Intereſt, And let me upon this occafion remind 
| your Lordshyp of a Story; of a Scors Nobleman to my Lord 
 Burleigh;apon that wiſe Stateſman's deſiring a Charadter of King 
James, long before he aſcended the Erglish Throne, If your 
Lordsbip, faiththe blunt Seozſman know a Jack-4-n2pes, you can- 
_ but underſtand, __ if —_— in my hands, 1 cag make 
im bite yon, whereas if. you im into your hands, you ma 
make him bite me. pl | þE:4 2D f 
Thirdly, The whole Tow is apprehenfive, that"the King 
throughendeavouring by this A to ſecure himſelf in the Grace 
at leaſt forbearance of the Duke and ol Party, will find io 
the Iffue that inſtead thereof, he hath Icft himfelf naked and 
expoſed to their wrath and'malice. Noris there any thing more 
| probable than that what the King calls and intends only for a 
Declaration to ſerve his preſent Occafions, they will transform 
into his Lat Will and Teſtament, to accomodate theirs. It 
Elizabeth, when tempted to declare Her Succeffor, de. 
cdlindit with this ſaying, 'That ſuch &7 A world be the digging 
thr Sreve before She here deadigheve veg pot great Cauſe to ap. 
| _ Prenen 
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prehend that the Ki9g having by this AR digg'd his own Grave, 
his Brother, or the ſeſuites, under whoſe Government he 
is ; will find hands to bring and put him into't, leaft through 
dclay ſomething ſhould intervene that would fill it up agaio. "Tis 


a pitty, that none would call to his Majefties Memory, that ſaying 


of Tacitus, Suſpetus ſemper _— Dominants git proximus 
deſtinatur. Which, by varying a little from the Larine, I will 
Englichthus ; T hat he ought to be alvvays ſuſpected, and carefully 
watched againſt by the Kuler, wyho moſt ardently hopes, and thinks 
himſelf in likelyhood to ſucceed him. Stateſmen in old Times rec- 
koned it for a Maxime in Polliticks,that, Af mentio fieres Heredis 
vivo adhuc Principe; That wehile thePrinceliverh,there ought not to 
be fo much as « mentioning of any whoſe right it wyas to come after, 
For as ſubtile Tiber jus ——— he forfook the ſet. 
ting Sun, to worſhip the riſing; ſo King Charles, may have in 


time, if he have not already, cauſe to objeR the ſame to ſome. 


about him. That crafty Emperor knew more of the Art of 
ſelf-preſervation, than Crowned Heads in our dayes ſeem todo. 
For tho he had adopted Germarnicus at the Command of _ſ«- 
2u/tus. of whom he received the Empire, yet having a Sor of 
his own, namely Dr#/#5, He would never declare in favour of 
either ſolong as they lived, but Judged his own Safety to confiff 
in leaving it doubtful whoſe Title to the Univerſal Monarchy was 
beft. However(ſaymoſt of hisMajeftiesSabjeRs)tho we have not 
beenable to prevent the King from. this unwary AR, by which 
he hath ftak't his Life to the pleaſure of his Enemies, yet we will 


he kinder to him than he hath been ro himſelf, and contribute | 


all we canto his Security, and that is by letting the World kuow, 
That we'll Revenge his Death, by ſacrificing the whole Popiſh 
party upon hisGrave,ja caſe he ſhould come to an untimely End. 
Fourthly, This Declaration would be reeeived with leſs hefi- 
tation in the minds of People, if Kings and Princes were not 
made of the fame mould withother men, and lyableto the like 
failures and moral Prevarications that the reſt of the Sons of 4d- 
am are. And therefore obſerving how common i is for Perſons 
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nporia lower groundto renounce their Wives, and moſt ſacred. 

diſclaim thejr Marriages; they conceive it is not impoſſible 
but that theſe who move in higher ſpheres, may upon ftroog 
Temptations do the like... Yea,. our own Hiſtory furni:};eth us 
withan Inftance of a great King,and one who ſwaicd the Enelich 
Scepter, who is tranſmitted to us with this blot in his Scatchecov. 
The Perfop I mean is Edvy. the fourth, who being a ſprightly 
and a-norous Prince, was ſuddenly Contrated and Married to 
 Elianor Falbot Daughter of the Earl of Shreyvbury, and that ot 
only without any witnefles fave Dr. Thomas Stillington B:ſhop 
. of Bath, into whoſe hands the ContraRt was made, and who of- 
ficiated at and celebrated the Marriage, but befides the poor 
DoRor was ftriQly enjoyoedby the Kjng to conceal it; and you 
may cafily ſuppoſe the timorousPrelate would nor fail in his ? no 
to Majeſty, at leaſt fo 'ong as he knew the King in a condition to 
puniſh and avenge the Diſcovery. Now £4. 4. finding thereup 
- enadmiffion into the embraces of the Lady, and haviog ſatiated 
himſelf a while by ſecret injoyments, and withall reckouing 
that none could or at leaftdurſt deteftby what holy ties he was 
bound unto her; he did ſome years after ( votwithſtanding the 
Perſon to whom he was Affianced- ill ſurvived) both deny 
what was ſo ſolemnly tranſaQed in the pteſence of _M/mizhty 
Godbervyen chem, and withal Married another Woman, namely 
' My Lady Eliz. Gray. Your Lordship may ſcethe ſtory both in 
Buck's Life of Richard the Third, pag. 16, &c. and in Comines's: 
Hiſtory of / eyvisthe 1 | 2h, And without making anyapplication 
. of it to the preſcot Caſe, I ſhall crave liberty co maketheſe Re- 
marks upon it. ; es 

I. That it is poſſible for. Princes, eſpecially ſuch as have ac- 
companicd with many Women, to have weak Memories, andto 
forget upon what Terms they contracted their firſt Friendſhips 
with them. For finding how their Familiarity aroſe with others 


Y of that Sex, they may grow by degrees into a kind of perſwafion 


that their IntercRt in 


was eſtabliſhed upon no better cerms. 


Qriftbey ſhould not be ſuppoſed fo forgerful as this amounts, 


unto» 
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gato, yet the Love of change may aiake them ftifle their know. 
ledg,efpecially when the ObjeQts of their fre'h Amonrs cannot be 
otherwiſebrought toentertain their flawe, but with a proviſion 
for their own Honour, 

2, Tharthe denyals of Kings are not to be ſubſcribed unto 
with an implicite Faith, but chat we ought to uſe the ſame diſcre- 
tion in b:lieving or, not believing what they ſay, that we eſteem 
our (elves vriviſed d to uſe towards others in the credit which 
they require we ihould give unto them. For though Princes. 
be not lyable to be impleaded in our Courts, nor be ſubjeRto. 
Penalties that cranf; ages MO are; yet ſeeing they may be 
gailty ofthe ſame Bas which would both leave a reproach up- 
on common men, 'and make them obnoxious to puniſhments, 
it-cannot ratorially be exp-Aedthat their bare words ſhould re-; 
ſtrainthe freedom of our Thoughts, or give law to our Under. 
ſtanding; 1a the Judgementthat we are to make of Caſes aud 
Things. | | 

hy would obſerve, That though th Judiciak Courts could 
not, and the Parliaments during Edwards Reign, would nor 
tak! coguiſance of that Kings contermning and violating the Or- 
dinance of God, by diſclaiming his lawful Wite ; yet the Righte- 
ous Judge of Heaven and Earth in alittle while after anjmad- 
rected ſeverely-on the Offence. For not only his ryyo Sons, 
whom he had by the Lady Gray, were murdered by their Uncle, 
but the Kingdom was tranſl1ted from his Family, and not only 


beſtowed upon the chiefeſt enemy of his Houſe, but upon one 


who among all that for a lone ſeries betore had been Rivals for 
the Crown, had the weakeR Title. | Eos 
4. Itis not unworthy alſo of our Notice,that notwithſtanding 


King Edvvards denyinghis firft Marriage, and aſſuming another | 


Lady unto his Conjugal Bed ; yet all this could veither prevent 
the future enquiry into this matter, nor the Parliaments recop- 


. nizing the —_ with Eleanor Talbot, 1 .0f Rich. 3.And beſides 


the imputation of a Bigams/f which is thereby ſtampt upon him 


to all Ages, his Children by the ſecond venture were Baftardiſed 
by 
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by Statute, and anvecafion from thence taken fo place the 


Scepter in the hand of Richard. 


 Fifthly, Nothing ip this Declaration can preclude the Dute 
of Monmouth , or any other true Englishman, from enquiring. \ 
( when time ſerveth) by legal and dne wayes into the truth or fall. 
hood of the Kings marriage with Ars. Walters. For the D. canrot 
be denyed the ſame right which appertains to every perjon inthe 
Kingdom, namely the juſtifying his own legitimacy in due courſe 
and form. And ſhould he chuſe to fit down with the imputation 
of a Baſtard with all the other Loſſes which attend its - Yet | 
there are thoſe in the Nation who preterring their duty to God, 
their Country, Themſelves, and av injured. Gentleman, before a 
| Reverence to one man, eſpecially aRtivg under the I:luence of 
a Popiſh Brother, will briog that whole buſineſs into an impartial 
examination before ſuch, where a fingle Negative will not be al- 


| lowed as a ſufficient proof to invalidate affirmative Teltimonies, 
* providing ſuch cgn 


be had. And ſhould that marriage here- 
after be authentically proved, how ill will they be found to have 
deſerved both of the King and Kingdon, that have either fur- 
priſed, cajold, or threatned his Majelty to bring ſuch a ſlur upon 
his Honour and Reputation, as this Declaration will to all Ages 
Entail. And, my Lord, 1s it not ſtrange, if there was never ary 
ſuch Marriage, that <A17s. Walters ſhould not only when in 
travel with the ſaid D. but at many other times, particularly 
i her laſt hours, when in the Proſpet of approaching Death 
and enſuing Judgement, afhirm it with that pofitiveneſs 
which ſhe did> And is it not more ſurpriſing , if there 
had been no ſuch Marriage, That Dr. Fuller, late Bishop of Lin- 
coln, ſhould fo often, and in Yerbo Sacerdotis, declare to divers 


- worthy Perſons, That he Harried them. Nay, What ſhould 
; byaſs the Inkeeper at Liege to make it the gred} Myfſtery with 


which he entertained his Znglish Guefts, That the Marriage vvas 
celebrated and conſurmated in his Houſe, and that both he and 
his wife wvere eye and ear Firneſſes of #8. Moreover, if it were 


ſuch an Idle Story as the Declaration repreſents it, how came it 
, to 


% 
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to paſs, that when ſome perſons lately examined abont the Bluck 
Box,declared that they had heard of (uch athing as the King! be. 


ing Married to that Genleyyornan, they ſhould be immediately. 
commanded to withdraw, and told that this was not the buſineſs. 
they were interrogated about. Befides , Afy Lord, as all who 
were abroad with his Majeſty at that time , knew the Paſſion 
the king had tor that perſon ; ſo fome of us Ean remember, how 
through immoderate love. to her being reduced to a condition 
that his Life was diſpaired of, and the late Pueen his Mother Te. 
cieving intell:gence both of his Diſeaſe and the Cauſe of it,ſhe 
conſented to his eſpouſig of her, rather thanthat he ſhould con: 
ſame and periſh io hisotherwiſe unquenchable flames. Moreover 
as there were f-w had better opportunities of being acquainted 
with this whole affair than my late Lord Chancellor, Hide; fo V'm 
ſure the advantages likely to accrue to his off-ſpring by the ſe- 
clufion of the Duke of Monmenrh from all Title to the Crown, 
may be judged ſufhcient inducements to have prevailed with 
him; if not to have afferted the ſaid Dukes Baſtardly, yet to have 
* beenkilent inthe caſe, 2nd not to have mperFen Legittima- 
cy. And yet that very Lord being i: danger of an lmpeach- 
ment inPsr/1ament tor adviſing and perſwading the Xjngto aMar- 
riage with Queen Katherine, excuſed himſelt trom all finiſtrous 
ends in that affair, by affirming, That his Majeſty had « 
laweful Son of his owyn by a former Marriage (ſpecifying by name 
the D. of M.) v0 ſucceed ro his Crowyn and Dignity. Now thou gh 
it may beſappoſed that a perſon may ſometimes lye for his In- 
tereft, yet no man can be thoughtto do ſo in order to thepreju- 
dice as well of himſelf as his whole Poſterity. Andif we believe 
men ſpeaking falſhoods in ſabſerviency to their Honour and. 
Profit ; Shall we not give credit to thern when they ſpeak Truth 
to their own damape, and that of all thoſe who are dear unto 
them > Certainly the poſitive Confeſſion and Teftitony of 
this one Perſon, being againſt the Intereſt of his whole Family, 
of moreweightthan the denyalsof any number whatſoever, when 
meerly to promote their ſafety and adyantage, or to ſerve the 
Exakation of the Papal Cauſe, Theſe arc but few of the many | 


—_ 
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refleR upon aud take a view of many of his formerDeclarations, 


(> 
particulars | could acquaint your Zords-ip with relaticg to the 


| copfirmation of a Marriage between the King and Hrs. Walters; 
\ Butitis apiece of neceflary wiſdom at this junAure tro know 


what not to ſay, as well as co underſtand what to ſay. Aud to tell 
you plainly, I'm more a Servant and a Frierd to my Country, 


-than by pretending to plead the Dukes Cauſe, and to be uſeful to 


the Nation, to diſcover the Witrefſes which are iv reſerve, or 
betray the tartherEvidences which are to be produced when this 


matter ſhall come betore a competent ] udicature, 


Sixthly, 'Tis matter of no {mall trouble to ſuch as truly love 
his Majeſty, that the Kings lutegrity and Honour ſhould be 
brought to ſtake, in a matter wherein both the preſent Age ard 
the ſucceeding, may take occafion to queſtion and bring ins 
examination his Truth and fincerity. For though it is vot impol- 
fible but that Princes ( conſidering the Temptations with which 
they are ſurrounded) may ſoruetimes through ivadvertency , 
and at other times upon State Motives endeavour to impoſe up- 
on the eredulity, if not abuſe the Faith of their People ; Yer, the 
veraCity of a Supream Goveruour is of that importance to him- 
ſelf, and ſo neceſſary tothe Veneration, which his People ought 
to maintain for him, that he is not to bring his Credit to 
Pawn, ualeſs it be in {uch Caſes wherein his People may, it not 
: we In for, yet connive at the indifcretion and weakneſs of 
theigRuler, ſhould he be found to deJude them. Nor hath any 
thipg obftruQted the affairs of Princes more, and prevented theic 
Peoples believing them when they ſpake their moſt inward 
thoughr, than the forfeiture of their Credit in matters wherein 
their SubjeQs relyed upon theHonour and Truth of their Word, 
For they who do not mean as they ſpeak when People are pre» 
pared to hear them, muſt not expe& that their words ſhould be 
much relyed upon, when their Tongues are the true Interpreters 
of their minds. And let me tell your Zordsþip chat this laſt De- 
claration hath cauſed multitudes of his Majeftics beft Subjets to 


that 
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that from them they may be furniſhed with reaſons for juſtify- 
ing themſclves in the ſuſpenſion of their aſſent to this. AndI 
wiſh there had not been that cauſe adminiftred by foregoing 
ones, which may with too many leſſen the value of the Royal 
Word in that bearing date the ſecond of June. 

The firft of this kind he ever publiſhed after he came in view 
of being reſtored to the Sovereignty over theſe Kingdoms, was 
that dated at Breda, the 4th. of April, 1660. wherein he pro- 
miſed Liberty to all render Conſtiences and engaged the ſacred 
word of a King, That no man Should be diſquieted, or called in 
queſtion, for differences in matter of Religion, provided they did not 
diſturbe the Peaceof the Kingdom, Now though 1 will not dif- 
pute about the ſence whetein this Declaration was meant, nor 
concetuing the End for which it was calculated and fram'd ; yet 
this I may be allowed to ſay, that there are a great many of his . 
Majefties Liegs People who have taſted dealings directly repug-' 


. nant unto it, and may juſtly complain of ſome faileurin the ac- 


compliſhment of it. | 

'Tis true his Majeſty is not origivally tobe blamed that it had 
not the hoped for effeQts; but withal that Prince that can be 
oyer-ruld to recede from a Promiſe which contributed ſo much 
to his happy and peaceable Reftoration, may be fuppoſed capa- 
ble of ſuch Impreſſions from men of ill minds, as may make him 
venture his Royal Word in other caſes beyond the meaſures of 


Juſtice, But ſeeing ir were a bufineſs of too much Farigue to 


call over all the Declarations fince his Mazefty aQually occnpied 
the BYitish Throne, I ſhall cherefore remind your Lordship ooly 
ot two more. W hereof the firftis that of Jenuzry the r Ss 
1671, wherein the Kizg upon ſhutting up the Exchequer, De- 
clares onthe Word of a Prince, 7hat the reſtraint put upon pay- 
ments out of the Treaſury, should continue no longer than till the 
Laſt of Decemb.1672. And yet the fulfilling of His is ſtill Pro 
rogued, though it be now above Nine Tears fince the Royal Word 
was pledg'd tor making it good. - 

B The 
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The other that1 ſhall refreſh your memory with, is that of the. 


the Tyventieth of April 1679. Wherein his Majeſty having 
fhrived himſelf and craved abſolution for all paſt matters, folemn. 


ly declareth that he would for time to come, Lay a/ide rhe uſe of 
ny ſingle Miniſtry,or private Advices, or Forrexen Committees, for 
the general direttion of his Affaires ; and thay he woould sfterevards 
Govern his Kingdoms by the Advice of that Counſel which he had 
then choſen, together vvith the frequent uſe of his great Council of 
Parhament, 4s being the trut and antient Conſtitution of this State 
and Government, Far be it from me toblame his 2faje/ty for the 


- Cifappointment of thoſe hopes which the People had ſo univer- 


fally conceived upon that Dectaration which was ſo full of inge- 
nuity and candor, and ſo adapted to the Honour, Safety, and In- 
tereſt both of Kjzg and Kingdom; but this may be ſaid without 
the leaft umbrage of irreverence, that the ſame peſtilent men 
who'were able to cauſe his Majeſty to violate fach a Declaration 
wherein heſpake the moſt like a wiſe and good Prince that ever 
he did, may be alſo able by the ſame afcendant influence to wreft 
an unadviſed and bad one from him, The ſame Councils which 


| prevailed upon him to go againſt both his Royal W ord, and all 
the Mazims of Pollicy with which he is ſo richly endowed ; may 


they notlikewiſe be conceived to have over-rull'd him in this to 
againſt his knowledge and thoſe moral Principles of Truth 
ice, with which when left to himſelf he appears to be 
imbued. Nor do I doubt but that among other things they had 
in proſpe@ to compaſs by this Declaration, they hoped to ſhut 
his MajcRty out of the love of his beft Proteſtant SubjeRs,fo that 


; when brought to fall by their Traiterous Confpiracies , his 


death may be at once nolamented and unrevenged. Burt letthem 


- not flatter themſelves, for if there be any thing falſe or unjuſt in 
it, weaſcribeit all to their rage againſt our Laws and our Religi- 
0D, and do only complain of the Kigs facility in ſuffering him- 


&|fco be ſo opeply abuſed. 
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Seventhly, But whereas there is one thiog in the Declaration 
by which men of honeſt and eaſie minds, being unacquainted with 
the PraRiſes of the world , are apt to be ſomewhat ſtartled ; 
namely, The Kings calling Almighty God toitneſs, and af firm- 
ing upon the Faith of a Chriſtian, that there wyas never any Mare 
riage, or contratt of Marriage, had or madeberyyen him and Mrs. 
walters; 1think my ſelf obliged to lay before you the ſence and 
apprebenfions which wiſeſt heads have of that Proteftationand 

ſolemn Appeal, 

If, fay they, neither the Eye nor Dread!of God, nor the Faith 
of a Chriſtian, are effeQual to ceftrain a perſon from Adulteries 
and promiſcuous Scatterings, Can we have any ſecurity that they 
will prevent ſuch a one fromthe guilt of other Crimes? He who | 
neither trembleth, nor bluſheth to Proclaim his Uncleannefſes to 
all the World, wilthe forbear fins of any kind or hue out of Prin-- 
ciple,though he may poſſibly omit them by accident,and in com- 
pliance with Intereſt ? | SR 

It wasa Maxime of an antient Ruler,that 95 Children are tobe 
couſſeced with Nuts, ſo Men are tobe delided with Aﬀeverz- 
27005 and Oathes' And upon this occaſion they calf ro mind 
:he CharaQter faſtened upon Charles the mrth of France, namely,” 
| that rhe ſureſt Symptomes by which it was known when he 
{pake falſly, was the endeavouring to confirm what he ſaid by 
the moſt dreadful Imprecations , and execrable Oathes. And 
what our own Hiſtorians leave upon the memory of his Royal 
Majeſties own Gr4an4farhey in this point, I had rather you ſhould 
learn from 74ſons Hiſtory. of Kjng James, than be told by me. 
Beſides, ſay others, who knoweth but that the King throughthe 
like Impreſſion of tear, under which he lifted up his Hand to the 
moſt high God at Scome when Crown'd in Scorlend, may have 
veen influenced andoveraw'd to make this late Appeal aud Pro- 
reſtation, | 

He who hath done one fuch thing, and eſpecially with that 
fokmunity and profeſſion of fincerity whetewith he _—_ 
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Covenant ;"cabithe otherwiſe apprehended but that he may do 
the like agaio, if there be ſufficient Cauſe for the ſame paſſion 
which!byafſed him againſt Knowledge aud Conſcience then, 
Nay the .utmoft inducernent that ſwayed and determined him 
contrary to his Judgmentand Light,to Swear by the great God, 
ip termsſo Auguſt and awfulin Scoz/ard, was meerly an appre- 
henfionof being otherwiſe Secluded from his Right over that 
Kingdom ; bur it is more than probable, that yo leſs than a dread 
of loofing his Life, as well as three kingdoms, hath neceffitated 
him to this which he hath now done. Now it is but coofidering 
the ſeaſons when the ſeveral Declarations pronounced firſt in 
Conncel and at laft publiſhed tothe World, were made ; and you 
_ will be foon convinced that they were extorted from him partly 
by the neceſlity ofhis Aﬀaices, and partly by the frightfal aſcen- 
dancy which his Brother hath obtained over him. For the firſt 
which we are here in the Print told of, was that made the fixth of 
January, 1678. when the condition and pofture wherein things 
then tood, madeit indilpepſably needful that the king ſhould 
oblige his Brother to withdraw, and which the D. of Y. (though 
he knew that his tay here at that time, would have in all likely- 
hoodinyolved his Majefty under inextricable difficulties) re- 
fuſed tocomply with, till he had wrefted that Declaration from 
ba. | 
_ - And forthe ſecond, which was made alſo in Cquncel, March 
3.. 1678. it. is obvious to- every conſidering man, and demon- 
firableto alt the World, that it was the effeR of that neceffity , 
which his Majeftis Aﬀairs had reduced hiut unto. For the Par- 
liamentbeing to meetth: fixth of that month, and it appeariog 
bythe ſeveral returns ofthe perſons Bleed to fit, that we were 
ie to: have a Houſe of true Engliſh Gentlemen, who would 
not only infpett the late Popith Plot, but enquire into the miſcar. 
riages of publick Minifters. Hereapon as the Ouke threatned 
to-return, unleſs the king would make ſome fre:h Declaration, 
whereby, being pronounced and. repreſented as next Heir, - 
migit 
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night be skriend fromthe angry but juſt recentments vx us, —b 
tion. So divers perſons at home who knew themſclves unpar- 
donably criminal, applyed their thoughts to find out a method, 
by which a miſunderſtanding might in a ſhort time ariſe between 
the kiog aod his Parliament, And apprehending that the D. of 
7. could not poſſibly eſcape the avimadverfion of the Houle, 
all the Treaſons avd Crimes whereof others were ouly guilty 
inthir ceſpeRive parts and proportions; meeting in him as ſo 
many Liaes i. their Center; they. accordingly by threatning to 
m ike their own co.apoſitions, andto lay open all thoſe matcers 
which they conccived his M:jeſty to be moſt ſolicitous to have 
concealed, bronzht the king to make that Declaration. Where- 
by having in ef t fiznificd the D. of T. to be the next ip right - 
to ſucceed, they reckoned they had wrought bim to ſuoh 
an eſpouſal of his Brother, as muſt needs break all meaſures 
of fair correſpondency with his Parliament. And as this was 
the principal thing they aimd at, ſo by denouncing fill co pro- 
vide for their owa ſecurity, in deteRing whatſoever they knew, 
they kept him to an adheſion to the Declaration which he 
had made, and thereby not only embarafled all his Aﬀeairs, bat 
fo embroiled him with the Hooſ. of Commons, 2s thatin a few 

weeks they compatlſed the Difſolurion of the Parliament, 
Having thus briefly reprefented unto your Lordshjp under 
what influence of neceſfity and fear, theſe Declarations were at 
firſt made in Councel, I need not tell you through what impreſ- 
fions by the unceſſznt Importunity, and daily HeRorivg of his . 
majeſty by the Duke, now at Windſor, they come at laft to be 
Printed and Proclaimed to the. World, The king pore Gen- 
tleman, is willing to buy his Peace at any rates, and: hath here 
Rak't his Honour, ,not to ſay his Conſcience, for it > But as you 
know that neither Conceſſions, Declarations nor Alienations | 
made by a Perſon in dureſs, or under threatnings, or ſwayed by 
appceheffions of the hazzard of his Life, can oblige others, tho 
they be ſuch as are wraptupin or concladed by him inall Cafes 
wireiuhyis ſuppoſed free; fo in plain Eoglith, the generality 
| Ke 
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of the People and thoſe 'of the beſt ſenſe, hold themſelves no 


+ wiſeaffeQed or preſcribed unto by theſe Declarations. For 


we who knew. the tenour of them when they lay concealed in 
{ the Councel Books, and yet thought our ſelves at liberty to be- 


_ . Fieveas our Judgments conducted us, are not likely to have 


| our mindes altered by the bare Printing of them. But how far tht 


| Conſcience of the king is concern'd or defiled, 1 leave to thoſe - 


| ofthe Theolagick Faculty to reſolve, only I judge that the ſame 
| Caſuiftical Divinity whereby they falved the Conſcience and © 
| vindicated the honor ofthe king in caſe the of the Covenant,aud 
} with all diſcharged him from the Obligation which it was ſup. 
poſed to have put upon him, may whenſoever he thinks mc ct, 
| ſand him in good ſtead, and affoord him the ſame reliet in utc 
| Caſe of the late Declarations, 
! _ Etghtly, Thereis one thing further, that muſt vot be omitted, 
| becauſe it gives usamazement, and yet affords us pleaſant diver 
ion; 'namely the motive they have brought his Majefty to al 
edge for his making and publiſhiog this Declaration, I covfel- 
; I could not read it without ſurpriſe and wonderful emotion. And 
'Tdare ſay, when you thipk ſeriouſly of it, you will find pitty tir 


 1nyour heart to your abuſed Prince, and your bood ſwell in you: 
Veins through indignation at ſome about him. For after the care 


they have ſuffered him to take for peeing es Religion, Lives 


; and Liberties from the defigns of the Papilts, by diſſolving two 


Parliaments, and ſo'often Proroguing a third; they bripg him 
' now to publiſh this Declaration to reheve the minds of his loving 
' Subjedts from their fears, and to prevent the ill conſequences which 
a belief of bis having been Married tro the D. of Ms. Mother, may 


that he-cav, to 


| | bave in future times upon the Peace of theſe Ye A moft 
| 


; proper way toextinguith our fears, by doipg a 


| | ſubje& us hereafter to one who is the profefſed Enemy of our 


| eſtabliſhed Religion and Legal Government, But that your 
| Lordship may the better comprebend how highly we ate obliged 
| to his majeſty for his love and tenderneſs to his People in all that 


they Judge dear and - by defiguirg ſo hopeful a Succel- 


for 
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ſor over them; I ſhall recount ſome of thoſe maby particulars 

from which we efteem our ſelves capable of judging what a gra- 

cious and deſirable Prince this dear and beloved Brother is like 
to prove. | | 

1.  Heisa Gentleman that hath renounced the Religion: 
wherein he was notonly educated and which theſe Nations pro- 
feſs, but which he had conſigned unto him ſealed with the Blood 
of his father, andentailed upon him and the whole Line by no 
leſs then his Grandfathers Curſe, in caſe any of old Jeme's off- 
ſprivg ſhould depart from it. "B22 

2. He hath made it his buſineſs to ſeduce his Majeſties Sub- 
jeQs to the papal Faith, and to enſlave them to a torraign Ju- 
ri(ditiov. Andby his addreſſes, ſolicitations, and preferments 
wherewith he is able to reward ſuch mercinary ſoules az are rea« 
dy to make ſale of their Religion, he hath made more converts 
tothe Church of Rome than all the Evgliſh C311/ſionaries have 
beenable todo. 

3. Through the power which he hath obtained over the 
King, he hath procured the chiefeſt places of trength in the Na- 
tion, and ſome of the greateſt Truſts as well Civil and Religious 

as Military, to be conliend upon known Papiſts and ſworn ene- 

mites to the Proteſtant Cauſe, and Engliſh Liberties. - 

4. He hath been the principal promoter of Arbitrary Go- 
vernment, and of making the Kings intereſt both diſtin from * 
and oppokite to that of Yis People. . And this he hath done ir 
purſuance of Papal advice and in ſubſerviency to the Romiſh io; 
tereft. For where the Monarch is abſolute, and the Lives anc 
Fortunes of whole Nations are enſlaved to the will and pleaſure 
of one perſon ; the meer wheedling of a luſtfull, weak, or incor 
| fiderate Prince, will go a greatlength in the gaining vaſt multi 

. tudes to adore the Triple Crown. And for ſuch as (hall prov: 

Rubborn and refraQory, it is but meritoriouſly to kill them, anc 

then convert their Lands to the uſe of the holy $24: 

5. It was this darling and beloyed One, that Authoriſed th 
burning of London, and not ouly made his own palace a Sanus 

| T 
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;ry tothe Villan's who ok fetted as inftruments of that 
{ dreadtul'conflagratiov, but reſcu'd and diſcharged diverſe who 
were apprehended in the very Fat. And this he did partly in 
| revenge, for as much as London had been both the Magz«zine of 
 |Streath and Treaſure durivg the War with the late Kivg ; and 
| partly to gratify his Popiſh Fn by deſtroying the bulwar k 
of -—— Religion,aud the chief Recepracle of the Here- 
1 LICKS, / 

6. It was this preſumptiveHeir that all along oblived hisMajeſty 
jto neglectthe concerning himſelfe in favour of the Proteſtants x | 
| abroad, and did fo order it through his power over the K7ng, that | 
nevera ny forrain Alliance was made but what was abuſed to the 
{ betraying of them, And here let me call over a ſtory and perhaps 
© |: ' || a more: Lragical one and accompainied with baſer Treachcry, 

then any Hiſtory is ableto acquaint you with. Ove Afor/etrr 

1 Rohax a French Gentleman coming into Englaud to treat with 
[the King concerning an Alliance between this Majeſty and For- 
Train Proteſtants meerly for the preſervation of their Religion,ar d 
having acquainted the Dyke of York with his errand, after he h: d 
{10a private conference or two tranſated with the King about !*, 

| This RoyalPrince out of his wonted Kindneſs to the Proteſtants 

and the reformed religion, cauſed Koyweny ( Lieger Ambaſſacur 

'fcom France at this Court) to ſtand behind the hangings at S7 

'Fames while he made this innocent Gentleman diſcourſe over 

.the whole buſineſs. Upon-which Hon” Rowreny beivg ob- 
.iged to acquant his maſter with it, fouſ. Robux (who upon ſome 
ntimation that the Duke had betrayed him) had withdrawn 

_ {2ence to Switzerland, was there ſeized by a party of French: 

';Jorſe and broughtto the Baile, whence after foine times 1m- 

 \oriſonement he was carcicd tothe place of Excution and broken 

{pponthe W heel. 

4 7. It wasthrough the D#teot Yorks means that both the firſt 

- -- - 2nd ſecond Wars were commenced againk the D::#cþ; and that | 
order aot only to weaken the Proteſtants by their mutuz} de- 
Fovine of each other, butin hope to have turned the mm— tous 
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Arms of the King upon the Heteticks arnomeanutneparrons 
of Engliſhliberty. | 

8. It was this zealous Prince for the honour and (afety of 
Brittain that adviced the breaking the T ripple-League, which 


-was the wiſeſt conjunCtion and moſt forthe glory of the Kings 


Reign and the preſeryation of his Dominions, that ever he en- 
rzred into, Andthis he did not only to gratity France whoſe 
Penſioner as well as whoſe confederate he hath been, bur to 
leave the Proteſtants here naked to the attempts of the papilts. 
For he knew that while that League continued firm, che king of 
Sweden and the States of Holland would have conſtrued 3ll 
defignes upon the Proteſtants in England, as done againſt 
tho.eof the ſame religion with themſelves and in favor of 
whoſe profeſſion cinptied entred into that Alliance. | 

6. Hehath not only mantained correſpondence with For: + 
14in Princes, to the betraying the Kings counce!s,but hath con- 
tederated with them for the extirpation of our religion, and | 
overthrotving our Legal Government. And beſides many 0- 
therevidences of this whichit is not convenienc to mention at 
preſent. The depoſitions which arrived with the Commiree of 
Secerely duting the Seſſion of che late Parliament, Ones | 
with Colemans letters and that which he. wrote in the Dukes 
name and indeed by his command, do uncontrolably demon- 
ſtrate ir. 

10. He was conſenting to and hath cooperated inthe whole 
PopiſhPlot, for both his Conteſſor and Secretary did with his 
knowledg, and approbation Seal the Reſolves tor the Kings 
death. | | | | 

11. It was the Duke, who, when theKing had revealed rhe 
firſt diſcovery of the Helliſh Romiſh Plot to him immediatly 
communicatedit to Father Bedmg-fiz/d, that fo the conſpirators 
might know. to-how ſecure their papers andabſcond themielyes. 


12. It was he who through his command oyer the Poſt Ot- - 


fico preyented the intercepting the letters From Sr Omers an 
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ethers Forraign Seminaries, whereby that whole damnable con: 
, fpiracy would hayc been morefully dercfted. 10h 
OT 4 He employed his own Dutcheſs to tranſport fcyeral of 
, the Traitors to Holland, that ſo they might ſcape the ſearch 
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mat was made for them and the puniſhment which they had 
 Ceſerved. 2s = 
14. It was he who fuborned, encouraged and rewarded the 
vileſt Miſcreants to tramc and iwear a Plot againſt the Proteſt- 
ants;and this he didto beger adisbelifof che Popith conſpiracy 
andin order to. deſtroy (uch of the Nobility 'and G:ntry as 
if _— chick allertors of the Reformed Religion and Englith 
TY.. | 
 #þ Lhe was he who adviſed the ſeveral prorogations anddilſo- 
|| Tutionsof Parliaments, whenſoever they were citherconſidering 
Wl the bleeding condition of the Proteſtant intereſt abroad or ſup- 
- | Plicating theKing to an Alliance with Proteſtants Princes for 
|. itsproteQtionand preſervation. 
|; L6.Itwashein whoſe favour the Diſſolution of che laſt Par- 
1; liamene was procured, and who-hath prevented the ficting of 
this after Eight ſeveral: times appointed for their mceting. 
|} Andallco hinder the Trial of the Traitorous Lords in the 
'}! Tower, and to obſtrut the further ſearch into the many He!- 
\ + liſh Plots wherein himſelf and the reſt of the Papiſts are cnga- 
_ 1 ped, forthe ſubverſion of our Religion and Laws, and the dc 
ſtruction of the lives of his Maielly and People. And how 
;} much he hath (efſened his Majeſties intereſt in the hearts of 
}- his Subjefts, and weakned their confidence in his Royal word, 
\: by obliging him rotrear this/Parliament as he hati: done, [ce- 
{ing in his ſpeech to both Houſes March. 6. 1678. be had (c 


: 


! ſolemnly declared his reſolution to meet his people frequent- 
{ ly in Parliaments; and into what ſtraits and wants, they 2zve 
4 thereby alſo reduced him, I (hall rather {cave your Lodi 
\! fGilently ro conſider, than take upon me at this time to untold. 
''4 27. It was he who after he had tor ſo many years: pro- 


Wored the aiding and ſuccoring of Fraxce with Engliſh Forces 
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till rhat aſpiring Prince was aſcended to a power and great- 


neſs trot to be in-any probability withſtood or controlled, did 
at laſh enyage hisMajeſtie in making rhe general peace which 
iS a thing ſo highly prejugicial to all Exrope, in theunayoida- 
ble conſequences of it. 4 | 
18. It was he who countenanced and enlivened the late 
Traitorous Combination of Prentices and Ruffians, and who 
together with the Lords in the Tower Ifſued our the Mony 
both for the expences of their entertainments, and for the 
providing them with Arms to diſtrube the peace of the Citty 
and Kingdom, and affault the Houſes and Lives of his Majeſftres 
Liege People. | 
9. It is he who hath enrolled and ſecretly muſtred men in 
all Counties of Enpland, and who befides che Englih Papilts 
whom ar this time he hath called from all parts of rhe Nation, 
to London, is allo provided of a great number of /riſþ who 
formerly wathed their hands in the blood of Proteſtants or are 
the genuine oft>spring of choſerhat did. Now being thus fur- 
niſhed and environed he is reſolved ( unleſs Godin his provi- 
dence miraculoufly:mrerpoſe ) to put alltro a venture and play 
over the ſame gamein Emplzrd that was heretofore ated in 
Ireland. -. : | 
20. Itishe who cheriſheth in his boſome and exalceth to the 
higheſt Truſts ſuch as G4 Morden, who betrayed his Maje- 
ſties ſecrets ro the uſurping powers, particularly ro My. Scot. 
Nay himſelf may becharged with many :hings in thoſe times 
whereby we may apparently diſcov-r bo: his treachery to 
his Majeſty, andhis .mbirion ro have uſurped rae (Crown from 
him. For when a Loyal part; of the Engliſh Fleec had eſpouſed 
his Majeſties Right and Title againſtthe enemies of his Crown 
and perfon,the Duke who bein: chen aboaid ſhould hayeencou- 
raged and yentured his Lifein conjuattion with them, did 1n- 
ſtead thereof by a molt ſhaoreful and aſloyal deſerting of them 
borhdifcouraze them in their f14elicy and (o far 15 11 him ly. 
9blcige them to compound for themſelves with atec! _ TO 
| — = or” > One Maieſtics 
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dais, when the Scots were treating 
| the KingatBrea in order to the eſtabliſhing him in the Throne 


| Majeſties intreſt Yea bel! 


| ofthacKingdom, theD. of Y, was at that very time tranſa@ting 
| with ſuch as remained faithful ro the Kings Title here, that rhey 
wohld renounce his elder Brother and chuſe him ſor their $0- 
veraign. Nor do I bdlieve that his Majeſty can forget the oc- 
caſion and defign upon which the Duke foriooke him at Bruges 
and \yithdrew to. Holland, ſo that the King was neceſſitated 
not onlyto command him upoa his allagience co rerurn, but 
was forced to ſend the Dake of 09nd and ſome other perſons 
of qualiry to threaten as well as perſwade him, before he would 
goe back. 

- 21- Itis he who not thinking the declaration enough to 
facilitate his afcention to the Throne, or to ſecurc him from re- 
fiſtance inthe attempts he purpoſeth upon our Lives and Liber- 
ries, hath been and ſtill is endeayouring to be admitted and ler 
further into the Government, and accordingly hath accoſted 
the King by my Lord Duraſs in that matter. This is the more 
_— foraſmuch as one would think that it is nor poſſible 
he ſhould be further let into the Government having Berwick, 
Hull, Langer point Shereneſs, Port[mouth,and the Mag az5ne of the 
Tower ( Ltzg being now Mafley of the Ordnance ) in the hands 
of his ſworn vaſlals and creatures ; and having alſo the fuperin- 
cendency of all civil aftaircs in him, unleſs by raking the Scepter 
aCtually into his hand, he ſhould confine the King to a Coun- 
cry Houſe and and an Ave: penſion. And his partiſans about 
che Town talk of no leſs than the having the Duke Crown'd 
during the Kings life, as Henry, the 2. *( tho upon far different 
reaſons) was Crowned in contunftion with King Stepher. 

AndIwiſh that what ths Brother of the King of portugal! - 
hath of late years, effeted againſt his Prince,did not awaken 
'// our jealouſie to fearthat the ſame may beattempted by a dif- 
tell, —_— from the infallible chairelſewhere. However they 

| ve taken careſhiould they accomplyh thus deſignethat they 

| © "EAN may 
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may not bc obliged to entetain our Aatherzene,as they in Por. 
tuga!l did the French Maiam Married to Alphonſag-for as- 
muchas the beft part of the portion with our Princeſs, nainc- - 
ly Targeir, 15 through the courage and condutt of my Lord 
Incheg:ne one of the Dukes greatelt confidents as good as di- 
{poſec! of. But ſhould tliey proceed 1n this deſign _—__ his 


Majeſty, it becomes all 11s Majeſties good Subjects to en- 
dcevour as one man *the reſcuing .him from under their 
power, ſczing thevery defignment of ſuch a thing is a'Trea- 
ſon of 10 high a Nature agamit the King that we ſhould be 
wanting 1 our Allegiance, ſhould we not apply our ſelves 
in the ule of all poſible wayes and meanes to puniſh and 
aveng as well as prevent the excution of it. Now my Lord 
theſe are but few of the many particulars by which we are 
ſufficently enlightned concerning the Duke of Tork, and 
we may abundantly learn from theſe how much we are in- 
debted to his Majeſty tor his Grace, Favour, and care in ap- 
pointing ſuch a one after him to ſucceed over us ? Do not all 
our tears-hereupon immediately vaniſh and die; and Hope, 
Toy, and Gladneſs revive in our hearts on this proſpect 
which the King hati given us of fo good an Heir ? But poor 
Prince, we at once compaſtionate and torgive him, knowing 
that this proceeds not from his melination, but that he hath 
been hurried and forcec to it. Nor do 'we need any further 
aſſurance of the inward propenſions of his Maje/##-sheart, 
and the diilike his breaſt 15 filled with for whar he hath done, 
but the endeavoures which he uſed {under daily and mant- 
told 1mportunities to the contrary ) to have avoided it, and 
the ſadneſs which appears in his countenance fſihce over- 
awed to publiſh this Deckration, And as for the Duke of' 
Y. let tim not deceive himſelt,tor as he may percieve by this 
that we fully underſtand him and know the kindneſs he en-- 
tertains for us, fo, we are prepared for him and reſolved to 
return unto him. and hus in the kind they intend to bring. 
For having both Divine and Huinane Laws on our fide, we 

ary 
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are reſolved neither to be Papiſts nor Slaves, and conſequent- 
ly not to be ſubjes to him who hath vowed either utterly 
to extirpate us, or to reduce and compell us to be both the 
oneand the other. 

Laſh 3 For the Iſſuing of all this Controverſy concerning 
whoſe Right it is to ſucceed next after his Majeſty, men here 
about the town accuſtomed todiſcourſe,think thatthere need 
but two propoſals, and thoſe very rational ones to be made. 
The fr/t is that the Parliament being admitted to fit, they 
or examine this Aﬀair, whereof they alone are competent . / | 
Judges. Whatſoever Declarations may otherwite ſignthe, 
yet1t1s a principle which can never be oblitterated out of 
the minds of Exgliſh Men,That they are neither binding Laws 
nor can' alienate or extinguiſh the Rights of any. Shall the 
Son of a common Perſon be allowed the Liberty to pony | 
his Legittimacy, in caſe his Father prove ſo forgetful, or fo 
unnatural as to diſclaim him ; And ſhall the Duke of Mor- 
mouth meerly by being the Son of a King, forſeit this juſt 
and univerſe Priviledge. If his Majefty was indeed Married 
to that diſcountenanced Gentlemans Mother, he is by our | 
Laws the Son of the Kingdom as well as the Son of Ky2z + | 
Charles, And therefore it 1s neceſſary as well as fit, that the 
People ſhould in all due and Legal ways underſtand whether 
they have any Intereſt or not in him, before they be cem- 
manded to renounce him, or re{ign it: All therefore we de- 
ſireis, that this matter may þe impartially and fairly heard, 
and that before thoſe a: & alone have rig to be Jadges 
of it, and as no other courſe but-this can fatisty the mirds of 
People ; ſo it cannot be expected that upon the Authotir, ot a 
Declaration, eſpecially {gotten as this was, they ſhould ſacri- 
fice the ſhare which or any thing yet appears) they have 
in him as their apparent Prince and next Heir to the Throne. 

And unleſs this be obtained ; the People will undoubredly 
think their own Rights invaded, whatloever the [aid Duke 
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The /econd thing we would humbly beg,as well as propoſe 
is, That the Parliament being called to fit, the Duck of Tort 
may be lega'ily tryed for his manitold Treaſons and Conſpira- 
cies againit the King and 'kingdom. For if he be innocent, 
and that c.1c Right of Succeſſion be his, all Men will quietly 
acquiefſe under him but it he ſhould prove guilty ( as we no 
witeqve!::0n but that he will ) {hall his Treafons when a 
Subject Gualitie him to be a King, and Pave the way for his 
rifiag to the Throne. According to all Equity as well as Law, 
he ought frit ro rſtihe himſelf from al traitrous attempts 
and Acts againft rhe King and People, before he be allowed 
to have his claim heard concerning any title that intime to 
come 13e may have: to rule over theſe Nations. I ſhall ſub- 


joyn no more at preſent, ſave thatT am, 
Aty Lord, 
L ona, 


Touy moſt obedient: 
_— 
Tune the 1eth. 


 Seryvart. 
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